
HISTORY OF THE USS SEMINOLE 

The USS SEMINOLE, built by the North Carolina Shipbuilding 
Company, was launched on 28 December 1944 at.Wilmington, N.C. 
designed for the Maritime Commission as a standard.C-2 cargo 
ship. SEMINOLE was converted by the Navy into.an attack cargo 
ship (AKA) • On 8 March 1945 the USS SE}UNOLE hoisted her com­
missioning pennant at Charleston, S.C. 

After shakedown training at Norfolk, the SEMINOLE passed 
through the Panama Canal and reported to Commander Amphibious 
Force, Pacific Fleet, in time to spend the last two months of 
World War· II carrying troops and equipment among island bases 
in the \1'/estern Pacific. Following. V.,-J. Day, SEMINOLE made 
several trips to the Philippines and the first of many sailings 
to Korea. In late 1945 and early 1946 she operated with the 
Marines at Tsingtao, China, and then returned to her new home­
port - San Diego, California. 

In the summer of 1947, the ship made the. first. of five re­
plenishment trips to the Artie Circle port of Point .. Barrow, 
Alaska, and in January, 1949 hauled a load.of.military vehicles 
to the Government of the Republic of China in Taiwan. 

SEMINOLE made a second run to Point Barrow that summer.and 
then took part in Operation "MIKI", the largest.amphibious 
exercise held since the war. After a third trip. to Point Barrow, 
SEMINOLE in September 1950 sped to Korea to.participate in the 
Inchon Invasion and during the next seven months transported 
military cargo, refugees, and prisoners of war between Japan 
and the embattled peninsula. 

After a fourth and fifth Point Barrow run, the ship returned 
to post-armistic Korea to make six POW lifts in Operation "BIG 
SWITCH" during which she carried a total of 9800 prisoners. 

Early in 1956 SE."''INOLE was the setting of the Philippines 
documentary film, "Exodus", portraying the first flight from 
VietNam, and not too long afterwards, the ship "starred" in the 
Navy Log Television production "The Way of the Wrangell". 
Operations "BEACON HILL" and "TWIN PEAKS" preceded a 1959 journey 
to the Pribilof Islands to re-supply the islands and to return 
with a cargo of seal skins valued at more than seven million 
dollars. 

Pacific Coast overhaul and exercises followed until SEMINOLE 
made its seventh and then eighth WESTPAC cruise in 1962. The 
ship sailed to Saigon, South Vietnam with Vietnamese art treasures 
which had been on display in the United States. In appreciation 



the Vietnamese Secretary of State for National Education pre­
sented the ship with a beautiful Vietnamese painting. 

Shortly after the Saigon visit, Commanding Officer, SEMINOLE 
commanded a task group that took the 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade out of Bangkok, ~hailand. 

Back in the States until late 1963, SEMINOLE lefton a seven 
month cruise taking her to Hawaii, Yokosuka, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
an to the Philippines for Operation "BACK PACK" and "LIGTAS". 

Early in 1965 SEMINOLE made a three month trip to Okinawa 
and Japan. During the summer the ship undert•ent a.variety of 
amphibious exercises in the San Diego area in preparation for 
her tenth WESTPAC cruise beginning in August. In.addition to 
visiting Okinawa, the Philippines, Hong Kong,.Taiwan, and.Japan, 
SEMINOLE operated extensively in support of u.s. Forces in 
Vietnam. ln November the Ship participated in Operation "BLUE 
MARLIN", the first joint American-Vietnamese amphibious assault. 
After visiting Sasebo, Japan and another trip to Vietnam, 
SEMINOLE traveled to Yoko.suka, Japan, Pearl Harbor, arriving 
in San Diego on 22 April 1966. 

On 5 July 1966 SEMINOLE entered Bethlehem Steel shipyard, 
San Pedro, California for a four and one-half month overhaul. 
In the yards improvements were made to the ship's .hull, commun­
ications equipment, and ship's store, barber shop, and fountain 
were all enlarged and modernized. In July 1966 SEM:INOLE became 
a member of the newly formed Amphibious Squadron.NINE. 

On 1 February 1967 SEMINOLE sailed for the Western.Paci£ic 
once again. She steamed to Vietnam, making stops .. in Vang""Tau 
and Da Nang to offload cargo. Arriving at Yang-Po-Ri, Korea in 
March, SEMINOLE trained Korean Navy and Marine Corps personnel 
in amphibious warfare. 

After trips to Sasebo, Japan and Subic Bay, Republic of the 
Philippines, the ship steamed toward the Republic of Vietnam. 

During May, June, and July SE.MINOLE was assigned to Amphibious 
Ready Group ALFA. During her tour of duty with the Ready Broup, 
she took part in four combat amphibious operations, all in the 
vicinity of the Demiliterized Zone in the I Corps area.of South 
Vietnam. These operations were named BEAU CHARGER, BEAR BITE, 
BEAR CLAW, and BEACON GUIDE. During these operations SE.MINOLE' S 

assault boats made dozens of transits of the Thach Han River, 
which winds seven and one half miles through the Vietnamese 
countryside to the u.s. Marine Corps Base at Dong Ha, delivering 



tons of cargo under arduous conditions without damage, loss, or 
mishap. 

After departing the Ready Group and the combat zone in late 
July, the ship visited Hong Kong and Sasebo for rest, recreation, 
and upkeep. SEMINOLE returned to San Diego on 16 September 1967. 

In November and December 1967 SE.MINOLE participated in 
Exercise "BLUE LOTUS", the largest First. Fleet exercise in three 
years. This Navy-Marine Corps exercise provided training in anti­
submarine, anti-air, and amphibious warfare. 

After a brief \veek in Hawaii during January, 1968,. SEMINOLE 
returned to San Diego for upkeep in February and March. During 
the latter part of April, the SEMINOLE participated in "BEAGLE 
LEASH", a highly successful Fleet Exercise involving closely knit 
coordination between marine and navy forces in a staged air, 
land, and sea assault. 

On 1 August 1968 SE.MINOLE departed San Diego on .her. twelfth 
WESTPAC cruise after completing underway amphibious training 
during the months of May and June. ''lith abrief stopover.in Pearl 
Harbor, she arrived in Okinawa late in August. Early in S~ptember 
she visited Da Nang, RVN, then after a one.day stop in Chin Hae, 
Korea, spent five days in Yang-Po-Ri, Korea for the purpose of 
amphibious training of the republic of Korea Navy and Marine 
Corps personnel. 20-29 September SEMINOLE was in Sasebo, Japan 
for upkeep. 

During the month of October, the USS SEMINOLE.visited.Keelung. 
and Kao-hsiung, Taiwan and then returned to.Taiwan again with 
other ships comprising Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO .(CTG 76.5) • 
Departing Taiwan late in October, Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO 
arrived in Vietnamese waters off the coast of Da Nang on the 
30th of October. 

During early November, SEMINOLE operated off the coast of 
Vietnam and on the lOth and 11th participated in Operation 
"DARING ENDEAVOR'' - a successful combined helo-:amphibious landing 
craft search and question operation. In mid-November the USS 
SEMINOLE visted Singapore afterwards crossing the Equator and 
then returned 26 November for operations off the Vietnamese 
coast during early December. Nith the other members of the 
Ready Group BRAVO, she traveled to Hong Kong for rest and 
relaxation from 8-11 Dcember. Christmas 1968 was spent in Subic 
Bay, Philippines. Underway on the 27th with the Ready Group, 
we arrived in our operating areas on the 29th of Dcember. The 
SEMINOLE changed its designation from AKA to LKA as of 1 ~anuary 
1969. SEMINOLE, while in the Ready Group in January 1969, 
participated in Operation "BOLD MARINER", the largest amphibious 



operation since the Korean war involving both Ready Groups beginning 
on 12 January. 

Operation "Bold Mariner" concluded for SEMINOLE on 6 February when 
she offloaded Marine cargo in Da Nang and then proceeded on to Yokosuka, 
Japan for an upkeep period before returning to San Diego on 17 March 
1969. 

During the past three months SEMINOLE has been maintaining local 
operational commitments. In early July of this year, SEMINOLE visited 
Olympia, Washington for the "Capitol Lafefair Festival" being held there. 



HIST\'RY F I"'E iSS S'i~ IFLE (Al1.-104) 

On 8 Jfcrch 1945 tho l' SS SE: Ii ··IE hoisted bcr co::~··.ission pennent 2.t 
Ch.::rlcst-::~r, South Carolir_;a. Desi~;nec1 e.s a st2.ndo..rd C-2 cer -·o s 1-;ip for 
·ohG ilc.ri ti:c.o Co:r·iss:i.on, she uas built by t'co Fortl1 Carolinn Shipbuilding 
Co::opz:ny <:t ~JiL'liq~t-· n, lloc·th Carolina, In•mch0d rm 31 DecEnber 1944, and 
delivered to tho Hovy in February 1945, for conversion to an AKA (Att2ck Ce.1•go 
Ship) at tl!c Charleston Uavd Shipyard. 

AftGr shakedown traini1~g at Norfol)::, the STI :r: !)} E tro.nsi ted the 
Pcnc:::1c Conal in June 1945 end roportocl to c··;rP:IBPAC for duty. Dt•rinp, 
tbc 1c:st tuo nonths of the uar she trc.nsportod troops and eqFip~wnt 
botvmcn Vc:tk"'ious :i..sl2_nc! basos in the Hcs"Gern Pncific, incJ:uiing Eniuc·: 0l'::, 
Uli-G;.J.i, Okinn.Ho., Pelclieu, T::.l,rtn and Glma::1. 

Follou; ng V-J DAY tho SE: FrlJ.E :•ec'lo sovcrc:l trips t" the Pbihppin(; 
Islc.nds, vist~.nE ll:~zon, Loyte r.nd Sri.O..r. In lr~to Septa· boi' sho ; ·2c1.c 
her first of :J.c.n~r t~L·ips of Ko:.~cn, c2llin··· t·.t Inch0n. Then d1..!r":l.D[:; Docc:1ber 
19!;.5 ~:tnd J an11.ary 19/.;-6 sho op,:ro.. tod with -the H2.r:!.ncs ::t ~·?sJx.gtc.o, Chi1~-n, 
rct'!Enin;,; to the 1llinitecl St.::tos end her nou ho:·:o port of Sen Dio~:o ir. 
Harch 1946. 

During the next three yo~"'r.s the SE\7} n;E spent cors:1.dcri:.1bJ.o t:i::m 
concl»ct5_nr n:·lph5_b;_,_·ns tr;-mninrc exorcises anc1 troop rodoplr :';,wnts rm the 
uest oosst. In the snnner of 191,7 she n2.cle cl8r fhst. of fivo trips to 
Poj_nt Ilc.r:co\.r, Alnsb;,, for tbo um1unl rosFpp1y of thC"t base. 

In Jc.n.Q:.ry 1949 tho S~'Il :·~:r-E: :·:ucla her first t:rnns--Pc.cific trip s:"l.nco 
tho end of Ylorld 1'.Jc.r II, t7·:'.?.DSI"~ort5.n~-~ 2. c2::_ .. ,.o of rd.l:·t2.:r.y vohiclc to the 
Chiilosc 1!6.tiC~i12lists--on Fnr:·OsC .•. :. ·Tb.ose 1o1ho n~~do tho trip ronJrtorl t;·n"t 
hoo.vy scr.s 1.voro oec':"',,_ntct.ed cl rinc: tho entire 21 dc..y trip ··"'nd the: nhir lost 
one bt12t, s::, brlt .. •tl, s:-:·'c dsclc ~··;oo.r, <:::.nd. ~F· st!"':incc~ p("'.:ct:i..c.l f!hoodin[' of the 
s:J.:::ft ~lJ.oyo 

Durinr: the S' 1J.': .. ·m~ of 19~.9 the SI!"~ I1 ''IE hade ~:ter sGC!)f'0. J:'"l·n to Point 
Bc.r~~mv. On this trip she uon tho Poirt Bo.rrou s' ft1l;·ll t:·"Or'l1y fer the 
f:iTst ti~·:e. In tho fnlJ.. s-:_,_o ··)rnccnc~orl to "t:Oo ""~m .. r.:'.i.:O, ':C !~i"'c.c: c.r:r.:. p,!J~t:i.cip.::.tec1 
ir.. Opcj·c_tirr.. 11 LI~~I 11 , the !_!-:r. ··.·ost c.:··rhi bioP.s trt1in:L··! · oxc:ccise held s; r:ce 
14m·lc1 1,J-r rr. 

The r.-qJt~·~::~Gr·.k of llC~st:i.l.it:l.os in Koror~ ir:: June 1950 foul!d tho Serdxole 
lo·-:d:i.r;r· f'or :··cr t;tiJ:•d tror· to Poij t Bnr~.~PYI. After co· plotir.r;· ·tho trip, 
she rcs~:<.ppliod r. -t D: ·ono:('t~r; r-.r:d p::."'ocoed.-·d r~~ Tc.!ctly t0 the Fe:!)~ Ec:~ st, s.r:r·iv­
in[:~ j1Jst ir. ti; ·c t0 J;K:n~tic:i.p,:--to jn tbc Inchnr, Invr.s:ton of Scpte: her 1S50. 
Dmlrir:({ the next seven ;·.~.or.ths she Ct':r:.·ied ~-.:,ilitcry c~r:·:o botvrocr! ,JupCtn r.nd 
Koro;:::, c.·Jsistcd :-.. n th0 ev:-·.C''r:tir'n ,~-t; I!:,ngner.·,_ r•.nc1 feTriocl FOH 1 s t,_..... KOJI'-DO. 
She rotc-rnocl to tho 1Jnitec1 Stctes iJC April 1951. 

Tho sr.; 7Ij OJ.E f.!.~dc h•Ji"' fcm:cth .. :J:d f:U:'t;~ Poi··· t Do.~.~rnt.r resl·pply ru.ns 
c111riq; the S' n:c.ors 0f 1951 c nd 1952. 'lhon llovonh<Jr 1952, tho ship 
dep_-·.rte-~1 SLn Dior.·:o fc:r f.tv:.:-- lrn-·r:cst to-:~r c-,f d,,ty :i.r· HJ.::.')'l'PLr., (1d.rinr; which 



tine she enry ?cc1 in sererc.l troop rec.::.o··loy:· onts r.nc1 vistod 2 rmr:tber of 
J2p<moso pCJrts. After the sir·ning of tho Kor"'.n Ar:·1istice i.n J".1Y 1953 the 
SK•Ir' LE :.l<lde six POH lifts in Opornti· n BI(:i S1:fiTGE betuoon Kojo-Do :end 
Inc~1.0n. Sho cnrriod S 00 ~)ri13("'1nors, tho lc:rr~ost ll1.-n.boT car:cied by any ship 
C5r~ J f, "Gb.is orcr2tion. Following this the s:?· I~~ClLE returnee~. to Sc:.n DiOGO 
cftr.;:.:· .-oo:n elov0n rY•rth err iso in tho FBr Ec.st. 

In Soptonbor 1954, the sn:lnr:'IE sailed u".th ; ··:rn:;'l 3 for her thi.rc1 
V.l~STP .. ~.C t·~ur. D~~rir-c tho cr,·i.sc the ship visited Hone ;.cong, Snsebn, 
Yokosula'. <~nd Hirosl1im:. In Janua•:y 1955 she ···roceodod t" Kobe for the 
ro<!oplo;y::10nt of tho Fo1.'rth tl<rino llor;·inontc:l Ltmdinr; ToED to tho 1-Jrvai:\.<Jn 
Area. Tl1is lift Has cor·,plotod i1' Lcto F0brnary c.ftor <?hich tbo ship retnrnoCI. 
to Yokosu.!cu. On 5 lv.h:i:'Ch~ the SE. Ir: ·~ E! s2:ilod for Korea t.0 loc.d persc·nnel ~.nd 
c2rc;o of t.bo First l.furino Air Wine for redopli-ynent to the Hn1F.ii2n 2roc., 
:ccturn!.nu to Sc:n Diogo in April 1955. 

On 29 Au[;11st 1955 tho SE'IJ'nm again suilcd 11ith Phib:con 3 fror her 
f'lurth tfi:STL.C 'Gc· r vist' Pfi n,·r.1orou:l! ports. 'ihilo j_n Sui·:·or, c1ud.P" tho 
fi.rst d.c.ys of 1956, tho S~·.l I1' IE <?Gs tho sottin~~ f01· tho Phil.i.rpino ·cdc 
d0c ::10nt2ry fil: nExodus11 portr2..yin' · tho 11 Pansar,:o to Frood0l) 11 rof11[::co l~.ft. 
J:ftcr participating in 2 1undilcr, GJlwrciso c.t I<?o Jb.a, 'tho ship returned 
briefly tn Jc;pnn r.nd then scilod for t,hc Pnited Stctos c:rrivin:· in San Diego 
on "3 i!crch 1956 

After P nor: c.1 yurd ovorhcml pori<'d in Sec.ttJ.w, tho SEi HC1J.l'~ p2rticipatod 
in e err··hibious pperLCti.r-n in l'!ovc;•.'·'or nnd thon deployed in Fobri:l::--:ry 1957 
uith :p-·~::J~:~nJ".: 3 for t: fifth tm1 r to l{GSTP~·l-c, hor ports of call ircli'dir.g 
Kobo, IG..1re, l'·l<·gcsc.ko, IIonc Kong r:nd 0thors. It \<TD.s c1u ·irg Ivbrch of 1957 
thet tho SK'Il'PI8 pr.rticipc.tcd J.n Oporntie>n K:J~C"l' H LL at \Hnge.Jon Bey, 
I;~.·.zvn. Wh:.i.lo 2t Chinho.c, Koro<..l in Auf.;1.1St 0f thGt yc.·.r tho ~1bip der.>.onstratcd 
o.ssc.ult bne.t unlondJ .. nr~ znd tr.ctics for tho llOK }1n:=·inos. 

tUpon ret···rninr; tn tho r .. nitcd St.::.tos in Scptertbor 1957, t~.1e SE:r:r;·-·111:~ vro.s 
tro.nsfcrrcd to E~TD~:~or 5. Shortly f0llow;.ng this the shj_-,-. 1:JC:S tih0 sottin:; 
for tho Yc\V:f Lof'; Prod· oti0n 11 Tl1c lifay of t'10 \-/rctnc.·oE 11 • 

D..1rinr; tho first h:tlf nf 1S5D tho S:E~ J:r·~rr:: co:. ·plctod ,. .. _ tuo ·· •:m·':h yc.rd 
nverhr~:· 1 in s~..._n Frcnciscr·, in cc~.c:l.i tion to ··,nc;orr:r-·inr: ri;;orous f'cfrcshor 
trc.inin_,..·; .::-nd Uj":1phi)?ious ope~L~,~ti·· nn:' trc:inirG pori~·f.s prinr to deploying to 
lt[:S- PI:..C witb PJ.{ID:::.···x:· 5 on 1?. June, for its sixth tC)ur. furir;;~ tho cru.isc 
tho s}!ip vistcd Hokoc1c.tc, lCobo, S;:sob!"~,YOkosnka,Yo-hohcJ·:l£: <' . .P.c1 Ik-ng IC·ng. 
During Soptc;:lbor' tho sm .JT:1JB pnrticiprt ted in " co:cbinod land.i.nc· O:h"'t'Ciso 
off Koroc. uith the TIOK M-:trincs, Gl1(1 ln.tor :1£:(10 si:::r trips fro~·: Japan to 
For"losn, She rot,·-rned te> S2.n Diccro 12 D:cconbcr 1958. 

IJur::.nr: tbo first hnlf r>f 1959 tho SBIUJ 'T.J" tr>Dk ·ccrt in vr.ri=s Pllr:n:x 
tr2.ir~::rr:-: opcr:~tic·ns in coDjl'nct.iqn uith thor .s. :u.:trincs, c.nd in April, 
r.l.Ctde 2 thrGc-wcek trip t:< liO..I·mii. In 11-t.t[.~.lst, she :~rc1c her ~-=ixth trip to the 
Alc:sb::n rrcr:, r:n :. ro-s,·pply r11n to tho Priblof IsJ.cnda. 



Ic.tor in the yo2r the ship pe!rticip.otud in opcrtiticoDs "Tt-d.n Per:lcs" "' 1st 
HarinG Dicisinn land ing oxcr.cise off <k:-1p Pendi!eton, California, 

DPring the r:wnths of Jcnu;-ry throl'•:h April 1')60 f~und tllc S'1?IfOLE 
in overhc.ul in Sen Diegop The overho.t~l ues described by ; .. £my i".S 0ne o:f 
the best cl•-rj_r;r· he:c· lonr; service Hith t1•.o Navy, After co: rleting refresher 
trni11ing ,"'_nd ar·:.pbibi·.)US operP.ti,.)r,e.l tranj.n[{ the STI:J-'iiJ ('JE po.rticipo.ted in 
oper.:tj_r-,n "Lone; Ee!ul11 • This opcrntion vos c0ndnctod 0ff Snn ClocJ.ento Is!.and 
~~ncl "~:.Jr.s tho land:tng of C'-. Hz:rino Air Group in which the SEI'-.FJ ·:r-E CCI.:rriod :: lr;rgo 
n: ount 0f its oqnipZJ.ent. 

0 n the '?2nd of Nove:-·bor ohe ~-r .. ~s P.ndor1.r2.y fnr l1.cr seventh Hf.STr~·:..c torr­
During her six ~10nths in HESTPJ,c the SY :U''LE visted the p•rts of Okimwa 
St.s;_:bc, N8.coyw, Yokosu.kn, _ P.nd British Crown Colony of I-Inng Kong. The S~-~ T• ~'r.I: 
retL1J:'noc1 tc· Snn Doico in J1·ly 1961. After c•):·-1pletion of the lcnve i'.nd npkocp 
poric,d, SJ~. ·rr· TI.: p::.rticip:.-:.toc: in 110pct:-ctif:n Soc. Vlnll11 , o.n J\rn:y problon 0ff San 
J1.1~n Islr:·nd, 1~.:-.shingt~ -r, in ScpteD.bor 1961. 

furi>g the :-10nths of October thrr-~-r:h Dccc;-.lbor, S:J' IFCIE co~·plctcd hur 
intr;:f"'i:-.1 yr.rc1 ovorhuul in. fjc,rtlcncl., Oror;nn. ~Tpon co: plotinn 0f hor ovor~·"to.ul. 
she rotu.rnod t0 Sc.n Dioro, and during tho porioc1 1 1ot~,rocn J.J.nu:try enr1 J"!'no 1962 
s~n·rrro:m nnden1ont refresher tr,~nill[.', e.::J))hibirus rofrcohor tr~ininc cnc1. 
p.:.rtic:tp:·:tod i11 Oporti~'r·s 11 FDT ~:mr~t>JI' c.nc1 nr-f.LJCLr nn!'l01 ~ 

On 11 Jrno 1962 SY:: :W 1JT dopnrtecl for her cichth WESTL .• C cnJso. At Pcccrl 
Hc_rbor she p;:.rticip2.toc1 Jn Opor<..-:.ti0n "F:LYTU~ DISIC11 uj_th tl-.tc 1st Mc.:rir·r· Bripr.'.de. 
Follm.d.ng Pel:.rl, SE~ir:~·r··y,r vistod Sn~.r:::·L} Sm1th Viet lTc.1r vrhero sho c1clivoroc1 tho 
Viet.n2.DtJSO ,--:.rt tl"02Sl·ros tb.rt llc.d boon c-!"1 displ~..:y ~n ·iihc lTnj_tcd Stutes. In 
t'pprcc,c:i.:.ti'·l1 f0r thei:c return, tho Vic·\jnc.;Iesc Socrot._.J.'Y C'f Stctc for HD.tinnc.l 
Ed1~.ct:.tinn presenter_ t:m SIA·.:rr -:r.:: a bc:-xtiful Vict.nc.:.:..oso p.:dntin::,: t.r1:ich now hnnp: 
in the s:F;· :rr.n.;·:: W,orccr'•c;:·'· Shortly nftcr her S.o.i0:c'n vlisi t, tho SK''Il C'IE cc ·:·.­
;;lc:.ncl(K1. c. tr.s~~- crm··p thc'-t to·.~k tho 3r d Hr.r:Lr.o Expc·.-~.itic,nary Drir:r.dc oltit•Jf 
Bc.n[~1.u· k, TJJ.,:::.~.l2.nr~. Other pcrts th.~t s: .. Y~··:r ~-1 ~-~ hr.s v:l.stcc~ Cb.~-.:j_n:·: .her first 3 
;· -:-q::.ths ir~ ·:.r.-:ST }"L..C !lro, Sl~bic D.:.y, Fhi1.~_pp5.r:os; 1'.fnh..:."'. ..-.J.}1. Th.-c~.~ncr lliy, Okit'rwc.. 
Sc.sobo, J~'.pnn; end Hong K~:ng, 0CC. J.t the tine of printinr~ SI:.:.t~r IE is pro­
pc.rinr,; t0 vj_.si t Yokosukc., J2pc~n, nnr~ :f0lJ.r-;vrir·g tJ:~;:-t p.::rtiicipt.te :1.n Opor ... ::tif·n 
11 JL1J'E E..'.f!J.~j" v1ith the 3rd M:trino Divisinr: in Okin:tvrc:.. 

On 13 Noveraber the Se:1inole under~1ent a ch2n:~e of C0JXJand when 
Captaj_n Robert ~~, Clark, TJSH officially relieved Captain I?{nn S. Orser, USN. 
Captain Clarh: r s prevj_.-,t,.s C()::··:.•.2~nc1 \!as that of CO of t:.1.e t ,s. _ ~krvy 1 s ;_~ly offlccr 
caDdic~.ete school u)1ich ic; in Ne~·rport, R .. I.Feo.rly t of the sl"n~:;' s of:L 1cer' s 
uere co;·t·:is si~)necl in Heuport ~:"':~ __ !Jf; Capt2.:i.n Clar1

( 1 s ten--:.:•e 0f cnnr.t?!.nd. 
Th·rir.G t.he :·Lonth th8 Se:1in,.,le 2lso. vmi1. the Coveted Co:.rr.-n.ud.c.-.""hi!:"lT s :·.~zcellcnco 
Aw.s.rd. 

Ir: J a.rn}.2ry CJf 1963 the ship bcr::r:tn v0rious J!he.ses of unde:-:>vf«.y trc.ir.~.r;r;. I1 
f.farch sl.1.e dop>...:.rtcd f0r San FrD-ncisco who:::--e she re~:.a:i .. od 11ntil Hc.y 3 f'Jr her 

yr:.:rd ove:d12::l period .. 
Afte~ .. I'et~~rnJJ""!' t~~ San Diego, in H.::.y, t:te s:e~ .. lT. ·1:!·E sto.rtocl uJ.m~~ nr.; a nunb< 

of e.u::-.:cCts which r:.o5nec1 :.-~~'ch p···blicity thr0ur·:hont t~ 1e He.yy. In June the ship 
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tir·.ip.-.t:i_nr;·: in opoT2.t:i..0D ~18rit D.:.tr1r:c off C;::;'p Pondn1 .. t:t.,n, C..'"l..)j fnrniD.. 
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HISTORY OF USS SEMINOLE (AKA 104) 

USS SEMINOLE's keel was laid on 7 November 1944 at the 
North Carolina Shipbuilding Company's yard at Wilmington, North 
Carolina. She was launched by the builders on 28 December 1944 
as Maritime Commission hull 1703. She was commissioned on 8 
March 1945, at the Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina. Lieu­
tenant Commander E. L. Bothwell, USN, assistant to the Captain 
of the Yard placed her in commission and Commander J, H. Budd, 
USNR, assumed command. 

USS SEMINOLE was 
Florida and Oklahoma. 
Seminole Indian tribe 
Oklahoma. 

named for a county in tho state of Georgia, 
These counties took their name f:rom the 

that inhabit the south from Florida to 

USS SEMINOLE, an auxiliary cargo attack vessel, attached 
to the amphibious forces, in equipped for landing boats as well 
as for cargo. She has boat davits on each side amidships, and 
she can carry two LCM's on four of her five hatches. She can 
carry eight LCM's and eighteen LCVP landing craft. 

One LCVP can be housed inside each LCM and one on each 
davit. This, along with the five-inch gun on her fantail and 
the several forty and twenty millimeter guns aboard her, gives 
her the ability to give a good account of herself in combat and 
makes her an attaok ca:ngo; · 

The ship is propelled by a single screw powered with 
General Electric turbines. All her winches are electric and her 
largo booms can lift a medium tank. 

Following a brief shakedown cruise and a post shakedown 
repair period at the Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, USS 
SEMINOLE sailed from Norfolk, Virg2nia laden with a vital cargo 
destined for the Pacific Theatre. She sailed in company with 
USS MATHEWS, USS MANTA and USS QUILLBACK for the Panama Canal -
and then on to Pearl Harbor, T. H. She arrived on 30 April 1945, 
where all cargo was unloaded by 7 May. 

After unloading, USS SEMINOLE loaded with "dummy" cargo 
and embarked Marine assault troops for landing rehearsals. She 
sailed from Pearl Harbor to Malaea Bay, Maui Island, T. H. where 
the rehearsals were held. Her boats were lowered and the "dummy" 
cargo was quickly unloaded as the Marines disembarked down cargo 
nets into the waiting boats. Mock attacks were made against the 
friendly beaches for several days. SEMINOLE then hoisted her 
boats and returned to Pearl Harbor. 
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The ship loaded her first cargo for combat troops and· 
weighed anchor on 28 May 1945, for Eniwetok, Marshall Islands. 
She arrived there on 6.June and took on provisions and fuel, then 
got underway for the war-ravaged shores of Okinawa on 17 June. 
She paused at Ulithi, Caroline Islands long enough to complete 
loading cargo and then resumed her course, arriving at Okinawa 
on 14 July. 

Stt-aming southward from Okinawa on 6 August, USS SEMINOLE 
dropped anchor at Ulithi, Caroline Islands on 10 August. After 
three days she sailed on to Peleliu, Palau Islands independently. 
Upon her arrival at Peleliu her well-trained cargo handling 
sailors "turned to" loading cargo destined for Tinian Island. 
She got underway for Tinian with her holds bulging with supplies 
for the occupation troops there, arriving on 30 August. She un­
loaded eighty-five per cent of her cargo and sailed for Guam on 
1 September where she completed unloading. 

On 4 September SEMINOLE started the long voyage from Guam 
to Iloilo, Panay, Philippino Islands. There she embarked oc­
cupation troops and loaded their equipment for Jinsen, Korea. 
She steamed from Iloilo on 18 September for Jinsen and arrived 
there on 25 September. On 1 October 1945 she sailed for Leyte, 
Philippine Islands arriving there on 6 October. After a brief 
stop there, she continued on to Lingayen Gulf' and back to Leyte 
by 5 November. 

On 1 December USS·SEMINOLE got underway for Tsingtao, China 
where she arrived on 8 December. Departing Tsingtao on 3 Feb­
ruary, she arrived at Guam on the 9th. While in Guam the welcome 
news of tlElong voyage home was received and on 12 February, USS 
SEMINOLE got underway for San Francisco, California. She ar­
rived at Pearl Harbor on 26 February 1946 and entered San 
Francisco Bay on 2 March. She steamed to San Diego, arriving 
there on 7 April 1946 and returned to San Francisco on 26 July 
where she remained until 1 October 1946 for overhaul. 

Arriving at San Diego again on 2 October, she made a series 
of coastal voyages along the coast of California until 3 March 
when she entered the harbor at Port Hueneme, California. Here 
she loaded cargo bound for Guam and sailed for that port on 11 
March. She arrived at Guam on 28 March, unloaded her cargo and 
on 17 April started her return voyage to San Francisco. 

W.ith World War II over, and the uccupation forces of the 
U. S. scattered all over the vast Pacific, the demands for cargo 
ships were still great. Thus USS SEMINOLE settled down to the 
dreary duty of training peacetime sailors in amphibious warfare 
and effecting the transfer of cargo from the West Coast to Japan 
proper. 
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With her arrival back in San Francisco, she was further 
routed to San Diego where she arrived on 10 May 1947. Several 
weeks were spent in cargo handling rehearsals off the beaches 
of Coronado, California and San Olemente island. The ship then 
departed for Port Hueneme to load cargo for Point Barrow, Alaska. 

This assignment extended every sailor to his utmost ability 
in seamanship and stamina. Only the year before ·had the first 
resupply expedition been attempted to this northern-most U. S. 
outpost. This expedition matched men and ships against ice, wind, 
time, and Artie fog. The northern coast is completely uncharted; 
moreover, the shore linf:J is ever-changing because of the glacier­
like action of the Arctic ice pack working against the beach . 
almost the year round. 

At Point Barrow the Arctic Ocean remains a solid expanse 
of hard-packed ice throughout the,year except for a short and 
uncertain period in midsummer. When, because of favorable winds 
and currents, the heavy ice pack recf:Jdes during that short period, 
it is possible for ships to dash through the ice to the northern 
stations. 

Here the ships must be prepared to clear the area in a 
hurry if the pack moves in because of a change in prevailing 
winds. The ice is capable of locking a vessel tight in its grasp 
and crushing a ship's hull. 

Arriving at Point Barrow on 7 August, after a quiet voyage, 
USS SEMINOLE commenced unloading her cargo at once. No piers 
could be built there because of ice floes and all cargo had to 
be unloaded from pontoon barges and landing craft of the LCM and 
LCVP types onto a steeply sloping beach. This operation was 
made even more dangerous by the fact that the water is so cold 
that to anyone falling overboal'd, the icy shock could mean al­
most instant death. 

SEMINOLE sailed from Point Barrow enroute to Ice Cape to 
complete her unloading on 13 August and arrived the same day. 
Here she quickly lowered her landing boats and landed the re­
maining cargo. She sailed for San Diego on 15 August having 
left a complete load of vital supplies in Alaska in only seven 
days. 

This rapid unloading was largely made possible by the long days 
of ·.·the Arctic region during their "Summer", as each day has 
about 23 hours of daylight. The remaining hour isn't very dark 
and the ship's crew oan work around the clock without being 
hindered by darkness or "forced" to get a good night.'s sleep. 

Departing Icy Cape on 15 August, SEMINOLE sailed for San 
Diego where she arrived on 24 August 1947. She remained in the 
San Diego, California area until 8 May 1948. On that date she 
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departed for Pearl Harbor for a yard overhaul. She arrived in 
Pearl Harbor on 15 May and deparped 28 July for San Francisco, 
California where she arrived on 3 August. She sailed on down 
the coast on 12 August arriving at San Diego the following day. 

SEMINOLE remained in the San Diego area holding maneuvers 
off San Clemente Island and Oceanside, California unti] ·.10 Jan­
uary 1949. On that date she departed for Bangor, Washington, 
arriving on 14 January. On 19 February 1949 she departed for 
Keelung Harbor, Formosa via the northern Great Circle route. 
Spending 24 days at sea, this voyage was highlighted by contin­
uous heavy seas with swells reaching 70 feet from trough to crest. 
SEMINOLE, while weathering the storm, still suffered severe 
damage. 

The packing around the drive shaft was beaten out early in 
the voyage and though pumps wore immediately put into use, the 
water could not·be pumped out as fast as it was coming in. To 
add to the captain's woos, someone left the hatch to the boat­
swain's locker cpen snd SEMINOLE immediately obliged by ducking 
under a giant ground swell. With all available pumps going to 
keop the stern afloat, she now had a "cargo" of seawater in her 
bo-w. 

The unrelenting storm took no pains to relieve a worried 
crew and a few nights later the sailors in the second division 
were aitmost knocked from their bunks as something hit the star­
board side of the ship aft. Rumors ran wild until the noise was 
.investigated and many sighs of' relief were breathed as the noise 
was found to be the starboard boat boom which had broken loose 
and was swinging freely against the side. As the sea was too 
rough to secure the boom, it had to be cut loose. SEMINOLE still 
-wa-sn 1 t through. Giving the crew .·barely enough time to re.turn to 
their bunks, the hatchcover on number three hatch was torn loose 
by the driving winds. Again the crew was sent to their stations 
for a t-wo hour wrestling r::~atch with 60 square.feet of canvas. 

On 14 March USS SEMINOLE arrived at Keelung Harbor and 
docked starboard side to tho Nationalist China -warehouse. As the 
-wencrunen began tossing giant loads of cargo onto the dock, engi­
noers worked frantically to pm1p the ship dry. By shifting 
ballast forward, the stern -was raised high enough to repack the 
shaft. Then the ballast was shifted back to normal and the boat­
swain locker was pu.!Jlped dry. So it was, on 20 March, USS · 
SEMINOLE departed Formosa for a quiet, calm voyage to Guam, where 
she arrived on 24 March. 

At Guam, a marine battalion was loaded along with their 
equipment which included a fe-w medium tanks. SEMINOLE departed 
Guam on 27 March and sailed for San Diego, California where she 
arrived on 13 ~pril. The return voyage was as smooth as glass 
with ideal weather for a pleasant cruise, much to the relief of 
the cre-w. 
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After brief maneuvers in the San Diego area, SEMINOLE de­
parted for Port Hueneme, California, where she arrived on 21 
June. Here she. loaded cargo for the Point Barrow Resupply Ex­
pedition once more. Sailing up the West Coast to San Francisco 
on 25 June, she topped off her fuel bunkers and on 30 June, de­
parted for Seattle, Washington to await the breaking up of the 
ice in the Arctic region. She departed Seattle on 26 July and 
arrived at Point Lay, Alaska on 4 August. She remained there 
until 7 August when she sailed for Point Batrow to complete un­
loading. The ship was unloaded by 8 August and she departed on 
that day f,1r Port Hueneme, California where she arrived on 18 
August only to steam on down to San Diego. She arrived there the 
same day and remained until 12 September 1949 at which time she 
sailed for Olympia, Washington. Arriving there on the 16th she 
remained until the 19th of September when she departed for Tacm1a, 
Washington arriving there the same day. 

USS SEMINOLE departed Tacoma on 20 September 1949 for Korea 
and has operated between there and the west coast of the United 
States since. She is a m1it of the Pacific Fleet Amphibious 
Force, active. 

USS SEMINOLE (AKA 104) earned the China Service Medal from 
7 December 1945 to 4 February 1946. 

BEAM 

SPEED 

DISPiACEI'<lENT 

* * * * * * 

STATISTICS 

* * * * * * 

459 feet 

63 feet 

17 knots 

6,820. tons 

Compiled: November 1951 
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